
 

 

December 14, 2020 

 

Dear TE Families: 

As the school year progresses, we are noticing that more and more students are choosing to turn off their cameras while 
learning remotely.  While different classes have different degrees of “camera participation,” far too often our students 
and teachers are staring at a desolate screen of student initials and profile pictures! 😞 

Our goal at TE is to bolster and maintain high levels of student engagement.  Therefore, especially as we move to a 
period of remote learning for all, we are focusing on increasing student “camera participation.”  Starting this 
Wednesday, December 16, we are launching the Cougar Camera Campaign to encourage students to turn on their 
cameras as much as possible, and we are asking for your support from home.  

Having the camera on will achieve a lot!  Please talk with your child about the benefits to having the camera on during 
class:  

● It facilitates a stronger relationship with the teacher. 
● It creates a sense of connection with other students and makes learning from home feel less isolating. 
● It helps foster classroom community. 
● It is the best way to simulate in-person instruction. 
● It raises the level of student engagement and accountability in the virtual classroom by increasing focus in class 

and participation in discussions.  This will lead to an increased understanding of material and better learning! 
● Classes will be a little bit more fun when students and teachers are able to see each other, smile and share their 

positive energy!!! 

We are asking that students have their cameras on during the following times: 

● Homeroom and while attendance is taken in each class 
● Direct instruction from the teacher 
● Guided practice with the teacher or when working in virtual small groups 
● One-on-one conferences with teacher  

*Cameras may be turned off when the teacher indicates, such as during independent work or when the in-person 
students are taking a mask break.* 

 

Some students might appreciate that they are now able to change the background of their screen when using the 
camera.  

Click here to read directions how to change the background in a Google Meet. 

Click here to view a short  video demonstration on how to change the background in a Google Meet (1:23 min).  

Thank you for your support of the Cougar Camera Campaign!  We are looking forward to “seeing” our students a bit 
more in the coming days!  This is exciting! 
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Melissa Morgan-Hostetler   
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